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The Korean American Institute and a Team of Research Experts Launch an
Unprecedented Survey of 1,500 Korean Americans to Better Understand the
Current Status, Experiences, and Views of a Growing Ethnic Community

WASHINGTON — This week, the Korean American Institute (Institute) will begin a national
survey designed to generate the most insightful, comprehensive, and up to date set of data about
Korean Americans, their demographic backgrounds, lived experiences, societal needs, and
viewpoints on issues of importance in American society today.

This project is entitled, “Commemorating the 125th Anniversary of Korean America: Current
State, Future Directions.” The timing of this groundbreaking project could not be more
important. In July, our nation will celebrate the 250th anniversary of its independence. In 2028,
the history of Korean immigration to America, which began in 1903, will reach 125 years.

Today, there are a record number of over two million Americans spanning multiple generations
who trace their ancestry to Korea. These ethnic Koreans are the largest diasporic population
outside the Korean peninsula, and rank the fifth largest Asian subgroup in the United States.

Yet, there remains a lack of meaningful research and useful data for policymakers and others
whose decisions impact the quality of lives of this dynamic and diverse group of people.

By seeking responses from approximately1,500 individuals through phone calls and online
outreach, the Institute and a group of academic experts are determined to address this knowledge
gap and to ascertain the current state of Korean America.

“Korean Americans remain underrepresented in many aspects of American life,
despite their deep historical roots in the United States and their standing as the
fifth-largest Asian American group,” said Sociology Professor Angie Chung of
University at Albany, who is co-leading this survey project.

Chung continued: “As Korea and Korean culture gain greater public recognition,
gaps in national data on Korean America make clear the urgent need for updated
information to ensure that rising visibility leads to more responsive and equitable
policies and institutions.”
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This will be the largest representative oversample of Korean Americans ever undertaken by a
research project.

Participants will be recruited through reputable survey panel vendors using demographic quotas
designed to ensure diversity and representation, including region, gender, age group, education,
employment, language, generation, family composition, and migration history.

Selected participants must be 18 years or older and have at least one biological Korean parent
and may be contacted by email or phone. Participation is voluntary and they can participate
anonymously. All survey responses, including phone numbers, will be detached from any
identifiable name or contact information.

Following strict academic standards, only members of the research team will have access to the
data, which will be reported in aggregate with no identifying or traceable information for future
conference papers, journal or book publications, or public and media presentations.

The questionnaire process will take approximately 15-20 minutes to complete, and includes
questions on key areas of interest to decision makers, including:

e Health and wellbeing: to assess disparities in physical and mental healthcare access, with
an emphasis on aging populations and youth mental health.

e Economic and social mobility: to evaluate poverty levels, educational and professional
advancement opportunities, and trends in transnational movement between the Republic
of Korea and the United States.

o Identity formation, discrimination, racial attitudes, and civic engagement: to understand
how Korean Americans navigate their social and political integration in mainstream
American society.

This groundbreaking project was planned for several months by a team of experienced scholars
and industry professionals, with input from various Korean American community leaders.

The project is led by co-principal investigators Professor Angie Chung (University at Albany)
and Professor Edward Chang (UC Riverside).

Other experts who prepared the survey questions, translation, and methodology are Professor
Carolyn Choi (Princeton University), Professor Minjeong Kim (San Diego State University),
Professor Sojung Lim (University at Buffalo), and Professor Jerry Park (Baylor University).

The survey instrument is managed and distributed by BSP Research which has over 20 years of
research experience and cultural competence in understanding the demographic changes
occurring in the United States.

BSP Research recently worked with over 150 academic researchers to contact more than 4,000
Asian Americans as part of the 2024 Collaborative Multiracial Post-Election Survey.
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The Institute is providing the funding for the approximately $250,000 in total budget expended
over two years.

Of this total amount, $60,000 in matching grants were contributed by the Korean American
Foundation, a philanthropic organization based in Southern California, and dedicated to raising
and stewarding charitable funds and inspiring a culture of giving for the Korean American
community.

As data is collected and analyzed over the coming few months, Korean American Institute and
the research team will present the findings and analyses periodically to update the public and
interested stakeholders.

“Casual conversations among some Americans nowadays often include mentions
of Korean pop music, Korean movies and dramas, Korean food, and Korean
health and beauty products. Yet, despite our 123 years of immigration history,
most Americans don’t seem to know much about Korean Americans other than
some trendy K-culture references. A lack of comprehensive data and knowledge
about Korean Americans has hindered efforts to effectively integrate the needs of
this growing community into mainstream American life,” said Mark Keam,
President of the Korean American Institute.

Keam continued: “We hope that this survey will generate important and

insightful research to help explain the needs and aspirations of Korean Americans

to decision makers.”
The Institute was established in 2022 as a nonprofit organization with the mission to create a
democracy where Korean Americans matter. The Institute works to produce insightful and
actionable research to improve decision making on issues facing Korean Americans.

For more information about the Korean American Institute, please visit KA.Institute.
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